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MATTHEW HANSEN MEMORIAL ESTABLISHED
MISSOULA-A fund has been established to honor the memory of Matthew Hansen, an honors
student at the University of Montana, who died earlier this year of cancer.
Hansen was 23 at the time of his death last April.
The Matthew Hansen Endowment for Wilderness Studies will offer support
grants to independent scholars, writers and students for research and writing on
Montana.

Areas specifically named in the endowment are wilderness studies,
ty.

historical research and creative writing.

Hansen believed that through writing

and research will come a wider knowledge of Montana's wild-land heritage that
will encourage its protection.
Hansen was a former UM student in the Wilderness and Civilization program of
the forestry school's Wilderness Institute and an honors graduate in Montana
history.

He was also the co-founder and first president of the Rocky Mountain

Front Advisory Council, founded to provide information on habitat and wildlife
along the eastern boundary of Montana's Bob Marshall Wilderness.

Hansen also

worked for the Oral History Project of the Montana Historical Society.
The endowment advisory committee consists of Henri Whiteman, director of the
Native American Studies program at UM; James Welch, an internationally-known
writer; Bill Cunningham, director of the Montana Wilderness Association,based in
Helena; a member of Hansen's family, Dr. George Schemm, who is a neurosurgeon and
conservationist; and Robert Ream, director of the Wilderness Institute at UM and
member of the Montana House of Representatives.

(over)

Matthew Hanse--add one

Welch, author of such books as "Winter in the Blood" and "The Death of Jim
Loney," said it is the goal of the endowment to provide adequate financial support
to one or more projects each year.
"We are hoping to attract grant applications from people who have an interest
in and commitment to Montana.

This is a state in which people are looking at the

great natural resources available.
do so intelligently.

But if we exploit those resources, we must

It is our hope that the endowment in Matthew's name will

help us all understand Montana better through the history, research and creative
writing the grant will foster."
The deadline for grant applications is Feb. 28, 1985.

Welch hopes to see

proposals from and about many different areas of Montana.
The advisory committee said, "We are not strictly interested in applicants
who have a strong academic- or research-oriented background.

People who have a

great interest in the future of Montana are encouraged to submit proposals."
The endowment is being administered by the UM Foundation.

Contributions are

tax-exempt and may be made out to the "Matthew Hansen Endowment for Wilderness
Studies."

Checks should be sent to the UM Foundation, 600 University Avenue,

Missoula, MT 59812.
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